
Reflections on 2018



Is God’s Kingdom blessed through The Barnabas Group?
 
We have taken the number of hours each person has spent at every 2018 OC TBG function 
through 2018 and totaled it.  We then used a “dollar per hour” figure that represents an 
“average rate” of someone who is a TBG partner - $130 (which is probably quite low).  Using 
this loose formula, OC TBG has given $1,245,010 in value to ministry in 2018.  Using the 
same formula, SD TBG will have given $242,515 in value to ministry in 2018.
Together -- $1,487,525 in 2018!
 

Why join The Barnabas Group?
 
Many of us have an itch.  Perhaps you do.  You want to be used by God to bear fruit in His Kingdom while you are still 
on earth.  You just have that sense that He gave you gifts and passions for a reason.  He wants you using them.  
Working in your giftedness, not in an assignment on someone else’s dream.  But participating in what you were born 
for!  We help you scratch that itch!
  
How does The Barnabas Group do that?
   
We are the only collaboration of leaders dedicated to maximizing ministry potential by meeting nonprofit challenges 
with business perspective to advance Kingdom work.  We provide numerous opportunities during the year for you to 
hang with like-minded and like-wired Christians with similar “itches.”  We introduce you to numerous ministries who 
need your gifts, talents and network – not just your resources.  You choose to work with those you are passionate about!
  
What does The Barnabas Group do?
   
− Over 2,029 people attended the eleven meetings in each county;

− Eight keynote speakers headed the five meetings in each county;

− The Associate Member Program for young professionals has grown under the leadership of John Cissel and Jenn 
    Tarbell;

− Monthly email updates on what is going on in our local Christian community;

− 14 networking breakfasts were held between OC and SD;

− Seminars by John Pearson on Non-Profit Boards, Gilles Gravelle and John Lind on “Why Should People Care about 
    My Ministry?”, Steve Kaloper on Donor Development, and Gil Mertz on Grant Writing, were held in both SD and OC 
    to educate and help ministries;

− 13 SWOT team meetings, led by Alan Weisenberger in Orange County, and six SWOT team meetings in SD 
    led by Jim Peevey, blessed many ministries;

− 158 TBG partners participated in one or more SWOT team meetings;

− A new TBG video was produced;

− 29 ministries had tables at TBG events, providing vital networking opportunities;

  

;



− Over 100 ministries interviewed by the Faithworks Team received coaching and advice -- John Siefker, 
    Jennifer Page, John Lind, John Tumminello, Curtis Drever, Joe Annoni, Alan Pott, Richard Leonard 
    and Paul Wylie;

− Fall Open House at Bob and Cheri Shank’s home;

− Golf outings at Strawberry Farms and Monarch Beach;

− El Adobe Night with Scott Wood and Bryan Olssen;

− Monthly updates and “God at Work” reports every three weeks to keep members informed;

− A New Partner Event at the Pacific Club with over 45 attending;

− TBG provided a dozen online seminars to our ministries free of charge;

− Russ Cline led our first year of Barnabas Coaching sessions with an incredible turnout of partners and ministries -- 
    over 12 ministries and 12 TBG partners;

− Women’s events hosted by Debbie McMaster and Jenn Tarbell;

− Weekly prayer sent to partners; and

− The Kingdom Opportunity (Shark Tank) led by Alan Pott had over 44 entries and several winners blessed with over 
    $60,000 in awards.



Leveraging Your Sphere of Influence

Are you interested in moving from theory to application, leveraging your influence for true Kingdom impact?  Many of our 
TBG partners answered 'yes' to this question, and joined us on August 1st at Fuller Seminary in Orange for TBG's free 
workshop on practical insights in leveraging your sphere of influence.  The seminar was led by Jason Brown, Chief Marketing 
Officer for Marketplace Chaplains USA, and covered the following topics:  

 - What is happening at work, from a macro to micro level;
 - Your position, and your sphere of influence;
 - Moving from theory to application with easy implementation; and
 - Generational, transformation, and eternal impact.

TBG received the following feedback from attendees of the seminar:

Bruce Bartolomeo:  "I have to say that I attended the seminar with preconceived expectations which were actually quite 
vague, even to me.  What I walked away with was an incredible gratefulness for being connected to TBG.  If I only walked 
away with this one statement, 'you can't be the person God wants you to be until you quit being the person you want to 
be,' my time would not have been wasted.  It reminded me that I need to get out of my own way, and let God have his way 
with me.
  
Thanks for always striving to make TBG better, and have greater Kingdom impact through the ever expanding events."
 
Laura Suk:  "The President of our board, Mary Byers, and I attended Tuesday's workshop.  We found it inspiring and helpful!  
I loved the lead presenter, and the location was great. I also made some good connections.  Blessings to all who put 
themselves into the morning to make it so wonderful.  Thank you!"
     
Mary Byers:  "Thank you for the very informative seminar today.  The information and exchange of ideas was very 
uplifting, practical, and an affirmation in Kingdom work.  I have really enjoyed all of TBG's events so far, and appreciate the 
opportunity to be a part of this group.  I look forward to the next TBG meeting."
     
Rocky Malloy:  "Thank you so much for scheduling meetings like the one today.  Every event is an opportunity to learn 
from others and the host.  Thank you for helping so many ministries and nonprofits.  God bless." 

Andi Kang:  "It was a wonderful meeting.  I learned much, and I am looking forward to the next event."
 
LaSharnda Beckwith:  "I thoroughly enjoyed the session with Jason this morning."



The Starting Pistol has Fired

Life can be overwhelming.  Our alarms have become starting pistols initiating each day's all-consuming race.  Work, family, 
personal health -- all worthy pursuits vying for our precious time.  Each event blurs into the next, until you find yourself laying 
in bed waiting for the next starter pistol to fire.  

In 1 Corinthians, the Bible instructs us to run the race in a way that we receive the prize.  But in the moments between each 
starter pistol, what prize are you seeking?  We cannot stop pushing against the grain to become the absolute best version of 
ourselves that we can be.  However, the true prize comes when we integrate God into the core of all our daily pursuits. 

If you are reading this today, then you have already taken a monumental step in running the race for the true eternal prize.  
TBG ("The Barnabas Group") works alongside you to ensure that your unique gifts and talents are at work impacting the world 
for Christ every day.  Below are two life transforming stories about how your support through TBG helped two formerly 
homeless men overcome extreme hurdles to win their races.  The following stories are brought to us by Anna Song, Director of 
Development at Orange County Rescue Mision:

 "TBG OC has believed in the Orange County Rescue Mission for decades.  Thank you for joining us in bringing hope, 
 healing and restoration to OC's homeless.  You have helped give direction and motivation to young homeless men 
 like Daniel and Jeff, described in the following paragraphs: 

 Daniel's story is one of seeking direction in a chaotic world.  His homelessness began with a spiral of drinking and bad 
 situations, resulting in Daniel isolating himself.  Homelessness was terrifying.  He remembers being on the streets, 
 trying to go to sleep each night out in the elements while avoiding being arrested.  He had no self-confidence before 
 he came here.  Through the Village of Hope, he learned how to give back.  Now he has restored confidence, and 
 understands what hard work does for the mind and spirit.  Daniel worked at several jobs while at the Rescue Mission.  
 Now, he works at a local dental manufacturing company.

 Jeff's story is equally impacting.  He described his downward spiral as lighting a match to everything he thought was 
 important.  He was drinking and drugging himself as a form of suicide.  Despair and depression had brought Jeff to the 
 end of his own strength, and he knew he needed help.  He understood that it wouldn't be easy when he arrived at our 
 homeless shelter.  Here, Jeff learned servanthood, discipleship, and was able to make these disciplines part of his life.  
 Before he graduated in June 2017, he secured employment with a senior living community in Laguna Woods as an 
 Operations Coordinator. 

 Thank you for joining us in bringing hope, healing and restoration to Orange County's homeless." 
 
If you would like to learn more about Orange County Rescue Mission, please click on the following link:  www.rescuemission.org. 



SWOT, BAM!

Business as Mission ("BAM") is growing as a missions strategy.  Not just to provide a legitimate reason to be in limited access 
countries - although it does do that.  It also goes beyond just creating much-needed jobs - although it does that as well.  As 
Barnabas Group ("TBG") Partner, Jim Seiler commented, "the Gospel falls on rocky ground when the hearers don't have jobs."  
The marketplace is the biggest mission field in the world and using business skills to build relational bridges is a natural context 
for Kingdom-minded people to demonstrate Christ's love and make disciples.

So it was no surprise that there was a waiting list of TBG Partners wanting to fill the ten spots available to engage in a two-hour 
SWOT session focused on BAM.   Encompass World Partners is a 118-year-old mission sending agency, serving 228 people 
groups in 34 countries.  From women making jewelry in the Philippines, to operating an extreme sports chalet in the mountains 
of Japan, and a cashmere export business in Central Asia, BAM is a growing component of Encompass' disciple-making strategy.  

However, there are challenges to mixing the worlds of a non-profit mission agency with for-profit businesses.  Employment and 
compensation issues get complex.  Which activities are "missionary" (donor supported) and which ones are business 
(company paid)?  Questions arise around business ownership, and use of profits (or covering losses).  Add into that the diversity 
of U.S. and foreign laws.  These were among the issues on the table during this engaging SWOT discussion.

Encompass' Executive Director, Dr. Dave Guiles, stated that he "found the conversation stimulating, and appreciated the depth 
of experience and perspective that each participant brought to the table.  The input we received helped us focus on the 
perennial need for clarity, metrics, appropriate policies, legal counsel and more." 
 
First-time SWOT participant and Associate TBG Partner, Quinn Taber, observed, "it was an honor participating in such a rich 
discussion with participants bringing unique insights from real estate, tech, wealth management, church planting, and more.  
I was thrilled to see the various ways we inspired new frameworks and solutions for Encompass, but I am also grateful for the 
way my own view of BAM was challenged and strengthened."  
 
SWOTs provide an opportunity for you to put your experience to work for Kingdom purposes.  So watch your inbox for SWOT 
invitations from our OC SWOT Coordinator, Alan Weisenberger!  You can also reach out to him directly at alan@enLumenLS.com, 
714-981-5585. 

If you would like more information about BAM, please visit their website at http://businessasmission.com. 



An Eternal Perspective

Linear time is a concept whereby time is seen sequentially, as a series of events that are leading toward something: beginning, 
and an end.  In Newtonian theory, it is something absolute in reality, regardless of human perception.  However, I would dare to 
say that it's actually our human perspective that limits us with a linear view of time.  The Bible teaches us that God exists outside 
the constraints of linear time, and He encourages us to do so also.  We must not be so focused on the timeline that starts with 
our first and last breaths in this world.  Imagine the impact that we could have on His Kingdom if our minds transcended our 
own personal linear timeline and focused on the eternal, which has no end.

The first step to accomplishing this is to think generationally, and not limit your impact to your lifetime.  This generation of 
evangelical Christians has been entrusted by God with financial resources well in excess of what is needed to complete the 
Great Commission.  Most of this wealth is currently earmarked to be passed-down to the next generation, without regard to 
God's intended eternal purpose for the resources. 

In November, TBG hosted a seminar to address a Biblical focus on inheritance.  The seminar was led by Jim Wise, Managing 
Director of  Ronald Blue Trust, and covered four Biblical inheritance principles.  This seminar encouraged God's people to align 
their estate plans with His wisdom, and commit part of this excess wealth to completing the work of the Great Commission.

TBG received the following feedback from attendees of the seminar:

Jim West:  "At our November meetings in San Diego and Orange County we had the pleasure of having Jim Wise present. We 
have never given a keynote speaker an hour before. I was personally fortunate to hear Jim speak three days in a row and 
wish it could have been more. His subject was a tough one that he crafted with Biblical knowledge, love and wisdom from 
years of working with high net worth Christians. The topic was Inheritance.  How do Christ followers pass down the wealth and 
assets that God has entrusted us with?  How does the Bible direct us to steward this important task?"
    
Dave Irby, Surge Soccer:  "This was a tremendous seminar!  Such a blessing, thank you!"
    
Lynn Dobosy, International School Project: "Thank you for the very informative seminar today.  The information and 
exchange of ideas was very uplifting, practical, and an affirmation in Kingdom work.  I have really enjoyed all of TBG's events 
so far, and appreciate the opportunity to be a part of this group.  I look forward to the next TBG meeting."
 
Camille Ntoto, Africa New Day:  "It is always a pleasure and such a rich learning experience to be a part of TBG's meetings.  
Thank you for the opportunity and the exposure to the wealth of information and relationships.  The presentation was a 
blessing." 

TBG continually works to bring our Partners informative seminars, and we look forward to seeing you at our next event!



Changing a Culture

More than five million people have died in the Democratic Republic of Congo since 1996 when the Great War of Africa began.  
It was the worst humanitarian crisis since WWII.  Although the UN oversaw a peace deal in 2013, the conflict has persisted.  
Eastern Congo is still known as the world capital of sexual violence. The local population continues to face ongoing massacres 
from armed militias protecting their claims on invaluable mining sites and tribal privileges.

Africa New Day ("AND") is working to stop the cycle of abuse infused within generations of conflict through the saving message 
of the Gospel, discipleship, education and leadership.  As a Barnabas Group ("TBG") supported ministry, we recently received 
the following update from Camille Ntoto of AND describing the impact of TBG partners, Rick and Susan McCarthy:

 "Rick and Susan McCarthy believed in our vision from the inception of our ministry, and were on the initial board.  
 They ensured that we had everything that we needed to be successful in our endeavor to affect change within the 
 culture of a nation.
 
 During their tenure, the organization grew in size, and effectiveness.  Rick and Susan committed to make a trip to Goma 
 every 2 years.  Goma is still on the red list of countries that are highly dangerous to visit.  In spite of the risks involved, 
 Rick and Susan have been faithful to their commitment.  During their trips to Goma, they provide necessary training to 
 our staff on leadership, spiritual formation, and discipleship.  Rick has also taught at the Leadership Academy regarding 
 money management and leadership every time they have visited.  Susan has spent quality time with women, 
 encouraging them to dream of what God is able to do in their lives.  

 Rick and Susan also mentor my wife, Esther, and I as a couple.  They took us on a retreat to help intentionally improve 
 our marriage.  We are grateful!" 

The following are some testimonies from the staff at AND:

Andre, Associate Pastor:  "Rick and Susan helped me to change the way that I communicate and interact with my wife.  They 
made me aware of simple things, such as how we walk together on the street, or the importance of making time to deepen our 
relationship.  As far as the organization is concerned, they taught us how to identify the real problem that was affecting AND.  
Rick taught us to examine and identify those staff who are aligned with our vision, and those who we need to release to 
another destiny."
    
Alain, Director of Human Resources:  "Rick and Susan helped me reevaluate my commitment with AND.  I was particularly 
touched by their simplicity, and depth of knowledge."
    
If you would like more information on AND, please visit their website at www.africanewday.org. 



Selecting the Right Board

The Barnabas Group ("TBG") is continually working alongside its ministries to ensure they are structured for success in the vast 
non-profit sector.  We provide value in equipping our ministries with an effective business structure through our various free 
workshops and seminars.  Our recent seminar headed by John Pearson and Mike Pate entitled "The 4 Big Mistakes to Avoid 
with your Nonprofit Board" focused on the core of every successful business, their board.

The seminar covered the following:  

 - How to recruit and inspire the right people, with the right motives to serve on your board.
 - How to increase engagement, commitment, and generosity by understanding the following three board hats:  
   governance, volunteer, and participant. 
 - How to leverage spiritual gifts, social styles, and strengths. 
 - How to discern God's voice about your ministry's future with a 3-year rolling strategic plan, and a strategy that is 
   owned by the board.
 
TBG received the following feedback from attendees of the seminar:

Holly Wylie, OC TBG Partner:  "Thank you for offering training to enrich our ministry.  Although our local boards are advisory 
in nature, there was great guidance provided, and incredible resources offered that will benefit HOPE and the two boards I 
oversee.  I have also shared some of that knowledge with two other organizations that I met with today that are struggling 
with some issues that were covered in the session.  One even took a photocopy of the packet of information provided! 
 
I particularly resonated with the admonition to know all the skills and talents of each member of your board, not just how they 
can benefit your organization.  I also realized that I need to do a better job of "dating" prospective board members, before 
popping the question to join the board!
 
I so appreciate the value TBG provides in support of ministries as well as donors.  Thank you for all that you do!"
 
Dave Irby, Surge Soccer:  "This was a great TBG seminar!  I attended the seminar with our Board Chairman.  This will move our 
Board from a place of stagnation, to a place of inspiration!"        

Connie Salios, OC TBG Partner:  "I enjoyed this morning.  The seminar was fun, and effectively communicated valuable 
information.  Thanks for sharing your wisdom and experience with all of us." 
 
John Siefker, OC TBG Partner:  "John is indeed an expert in this area.  The seminar was very valuable, and included a large 
resource library.  It was a great TBG service to the membership."



Dramatic Impact

Your formative years hold within them a small period of time in which your character traits, world perceptions and religious 
beliefs are first defined.  It is an influential window that can alter the course of a young person's life from a path of mediocrity, 
to a path of divine influence.  This is one of the reasons why The Barnabas Group ("TBG") supports Young Life.  Young Life 
ministry believes in the power of presence during the formative years.  They have witnessed the dramatic difference influence 
can have when caring adults come alongside kids, and help them to connect with the great worth, meaning and purpose their 
lives hold.  

Impacting Hearts is a division of Young Life that focuses specifically on kids who are in foster care.  They work directly with the 
Department of Child and Family Services and Foster Family Agencies in order to introduce every child within the foster care 
system to Jesus Christ, help them grow in their faith, provide them with the sense of family they have been deprived of, and 
lead them toward self-sustaining adulthood.   
 
Jay Panther, Area Director for Young Life/Impacting Hearts, recently described the amazing impact that our TBG Partners are 
having on their ministry:

 "Randy and Melisa Lindros, Dan Streit, and Brian Prock have all decided to join the team!  We had a meeting yesterday 
 morning, and they are all praying about officially sitting on our board.  They are focused on organizing our outreach into 
 systematic processes that can be replicated and developed into a franchise model.  Our TBG partners are invaluable 
 resources as we aim to share Jesus with every foster youth and orphan!
 
 In addition, Jeff and April Hanson held a fundraising night at their home.  We invited every TBG partner who filled out a 
 form during our presentation.  We raised $50,000!   
 
 TBG has become beyond important to what God is doing through our ministry.  Our TBG SWOT was pivotal in getting 
 the ministry off the ground.  We now have 2 clubs meeting weekly, and 2 clubs meeting monthly.  We also have Young 
 Life directors all over the country who want to do what we are doing.  As soon as our model development is finalized, 
 we will be equipping people in other cities and states to start foster youth ministries."  
 
If you would like more information on Impacting Hearts, please visit their website at https://ocimpactinghearts.younglife.org. 



TBG Partners Change 8000 Lives

Long before you took your first breath here on earth, our loving Lord planned every detail of that moment to complete His 
perfect work in your life.  Your parents, your citizenship, and initial economic status were defined in that moment, and were key 
in shaping your path.  A beautiful example of this can be witnessed through the life of Nick Jordan with Wells of Life.  Nick Jordan 
was born in Wexford, Ireland.  He recalls walking to a water well with his Mother when he was just a young child.  This truly set 
the stage in later years for the creation of Wells of Life, and their mission to bring clean water and hope to the villagers of Uganda.  

Wells of Life holds closely to the belief that clean drinking water is a basic human right for all people.  They view the lack of clean 
water as the taproot of poverty in the developing world.  By providing water to communities within Uganda, they have 
witnessed measurable steps towards sustainable living, a decrease in water-borne illness, a decrease in infant mortality, and the 
opportunity of schooling for children, especially girls and women.   
 
Nick Jordan recently sent us the following note depicting the life changing impact that our TBG partners have had on Wells of 
Life, and the beautiful people of Uganda:

 "One of the things that we hold as a 'gold standard' at Wells of Life is the level of gratitude that we share with the many 
 donors across the country that supports the life-giving work that we do. Since meeting almost 300 TBG partners in the 
 fall of 2017, I have been inspired by the depth of giving that has flowed from your group of Christian men and women. 

 I would like to extend my gratitude to the 22 people who have contributed in one way or another to our ministry.  The 
 outpouring of generosity exceeded any expectation that our Board of Directors had when we received the invitation to 
 present to your partners.  Currently, over 8,000 people are receiving water in Jesus' name daily as a result of TBG partner 
 donations!
 
 That said, TBG partners have provided far more than just financial donations, as their commitments extend into several 
 different areas, and at many levels.  We have added two new board members, a participant on our upcoming trip to 
 Uganda, a legacy donor, and there seems to be an outpouring that I'm sure will continue for many years to come.

 My wife, Michelle, and I look forward to being TBG partners for many more years to come.  We so appreciate the many 
 opportunities to come alongside various ministries in the name of Jesus." 
 
If you would like more information on Wells of Life, please visit their website at http://wellsoflife.org. 



We Are Under Attack

Within the Bible our all knowing Father gave us the perfect template for the family unit, which is the fundamental core of a 
healthy society.  Though our current culture embraces many different perspectives of what constitutes a family unit, the Bible 
teaches that a mother and father united in marriage provides the stability and structure that a child needs to thrive uninhibited.  
This definition of family has become increasingly under attack.  However, the attack of the traditional family unit has, as its real 
target, the destruction of biblical morality.  The victims being our children, and society as a whole.

Our amazing country allows all of its citizens the freedom to embrace God's free will, and choose the family structure that they 
deem best.  That makes it all the more important that we work to restore the family unit wherever possible.  One organization 
that works to accomplish this is Mentor UP.  Their ministry helps to fill the gap experienced by fatherless boys.  

Mentor UP's founder, Andy Schiller, reached out to The Barnabas Group ("TBG") to resource potential Christian mentors for 
their boys.  Their ministry presented in November of 2017, and received much interest from TBG's partners.  One partner is 
particular, Steve Philp, wasted no time in acting on what he had heard.  The following is a brief look into Steve's experience and 
partnership with Mentor UP:

 "I look forward to each Barnabas Group meeting to see how God is moving the Kingdom forward in a variety of ways 
 locally and internationally.  While I do not always respond directly to the presentations and needs that are presented, 
 I am still always encouraged and blown away at the passion and creativity of the ministries that seek to meet the needs o
 f this world and make the gospel known.
 
 At this meeting it seemed that I entered with special anticipation that the Holy Spirit would make it clear as to any 
 opportunity I needed to consider.  That happened when Chuck Divine of Mentor UP presented.  Chuck described the 
 negative statistics affecting those who are fatherless, and his passion for reaching boys (ages 8 - 18) in the Orange 
 County area who do not have a consistent father presence in their lives. The goal is to build relationships and a 
 consistent presence from Christian men into these boys' lives.  
 
 While it is easy to identify opportunities, the rubber meets the road when you respond.  The Spirit prompted me to 
 get involved, so I signed up and began meeting with the group in November.  It has been great to spend evenings 
 with these boys, as well as the other mentors.  As with most relationships, these will develop over time, and I'm looking 
 forward in 2018 to what God has in store for me with Mentor UP!'
 
If you would like more information on Mentor UP, please contact them at either (949) 201-9495, or (949) 510-5257.



Defined Success

Who is the most "successful" person in the world?  Is it Bill Gates, Steve Jobs or Richard Branson?  Google would have you 
believe so.  However, run a Google search for the "best" person in the world, and Jeff Bezos tops the list.  Surprising?  
Probably not!  These capitalist titans are clearly the top ranking examples of professional proficiency.  Yet, why is it that the 
world's most widely used search engine, pulling from the largest amount of tagged data, determined that effectiveness in one's 
professional career is the ultimate measure of success?  

Our network of like-minded Christians do not subscribe to the template of worldly measurements and definitions.  Instead, 
Barnabas Group partners stand as shining lights for character within the business community.  Sacrificing character for 
success is never an option.  Another Christian network that puts character at the forefront is FUSION.  Their network brings 
together well-respected Christian business leaders known for their character and competence.

Recently, FUSION asked our own Jim West to be the keynote speaker at their 2017 winter event.  During his segment, Jim 
shared his favorite devotional.  The following is the devotional that Jim shared, Character Not Accomplishments, by Skye Jethani:

 "Years ago I interviewed a very successful pastor nearing retirement.  Early in his ministry his church was growing 
 rapidly.  Thousands were flocking to hear him every weekend, other pastors were seeking his advice on how to grow 
 their churches, and he was even receiving awards for the effectiveness of his ministry.  From the outside, everything 
 looked wonderful and blessed by God.  The pastor told me, however, that his inner life at the time was an ugly mess and 
 the people closest to him saw it.  His marriage was near collapse, his children resented him, and his communion with 
 God was almost nonexistent.  His soul was producing anger, bitterness, and anxiety.
 
 In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said we will recognize people by what they produce.  ‘A healthy tree cannot bear 
 bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.’  The problem illustrated by the pastor I interviewed, is that we often 
 look at the wrong fruit. 
 
 We are culturally conditioned to assess people-including ministry leaders-by their professional success.  How effective 
 is he?  How many people have been impacted? How much has she achieved?  We incorrectly assume that an effective 
 leader must be a godly leader.
 
 In the context of the Sermon on the Mount, it is clear that the 'fruit' Jesus is looking for is defined by character not 
 accomplishments.  Throughout the sermon, he has focused on inner qualities like anger, love, lust, generosity, hypocrisy, 
 honesty, anxiety, and peace.  This means it is entirely possible to be a celebrated leader with an effective ministry while 
 being a diseased tree producing very rotten fruit."
   
If you would like more information on FUSION, please www.fusionleaders.org.



The Light in Paraguay

When you hear the word "light," what comes to mind?  Do your neurological pathways lead you to thoughts of wavelengths and 
electromagnetic reflection?  Or perhaps you picture a beautiful chandelier, adorned with reflective crystals that saturate the 
room with a rich warm amber glow.  The Bible teaches that "God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all ... if we walk in the 
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin" 
(1 John 1:5-7).  
 
This scripture teaches us that light is not just observable, but a vital resource in every sense of the word.  So when the Bible calls 
us to be lights in this dark world, it's not a call to just be good examples.  We must profoundly impact and change the world 
around us for His glory.  This is the core mission of the Christ centered ministry, Diaconia. Their organization reaches across the 
globe to the impoverished people of Paraguay.  They shine the light of God through a spiritual and financial support system of 
microloans, vocational training, financial literacy and spiritual guidance. 
 
The Barnabas Group ("TBG") has supported Diaconia as a ministry since 2014.  Their organization recently reached out to thank 
our TBG partners for their immeasurable support.  The following is from Judah Mooney, who is on Diaconia's Board of Directors:

 "As we move into 2018, we have so much to thank God for.  Since our TBG partnership initiated, we have experienced 
 tremendous growth which has enabled us to influence the lives of thousands of families across Paraguay.  Your support 
 has given them opportunities to overcome poverty and flourish.  By God's grace manifested through TBG support, we 
 have experienced the following ministry blessings:

 - TBG SWOT analysis aided in eliminating some operational challenges, freeing us to focus on current opportunities;
 - TBG partners have created access to matching grants, and networking opportunities to expand the footprint of 
    Diaconia in the U.S. and Paraguay;
 - TBG connected us with similar ministries, allowing us to learn and grow through the experiences of other organizations 
    with microfinance programs.  We have also come alongside organizations like Free Wheelchair Mission to facilitate new 
    partnerships in-country that have led to the start of completely new ministries;
 - Diaconia has grown from actively serving 800 families, to serving over 3,200 families.  That is 400% growth!  We have 
    also grown from 8 to 59 ministry Chaplains activity serving in their communities; and
 - TBG partners have participated in three trips to Paraguay.

 We are amazed at all that God has done, and look forward with excitement as we partner with wonderful businessmen 
 and women that are passionately serving God by coming alongside of ministries like Diaconia.  Together we can become 
 God's light, helping to empower and equip the poor in Paraguay to have a new and brighter hope for their future."
   
Help Diaconia be a light unto God for those critically in need in Paraguay by visiting their website at www.diaconia.com.



Reaching Widows and Orphans

Shut your eyes for just a moment, and picture the faces of those closest to your heart.  Now picture those treasured ones born 
into an impoverished nation, and left widowed or orphaned.  Though hard to imagine, this is reality for so many across the globe.  
Which is why The Barnabas Group ("TBG") is passionate in its support of ministries that truly make a difference in the world, 
like Su Refugio.  Their Christian based organization is centered around the Biblical command to "care for widows and orphans in 
their distress ... for the glory of God" (James 1:27).   
 
Su Refugio provides:

 - Food, housing, education and medical care to orphans and children in need;
 - Vocational training to widows and single moms so they can provide for their families; and
 - Assist in the establishment of churches.

The founders of Su Refugio in Argentina, Scott and Michelle Kvandal, are TBG partners.  In fact, they were inspired to start the 
ministry while attending The Master's Program.  TBG considers it an honor to come alongside Su Refugio, and our partners have 
warmly embraced their mission.  We recently received the following encouraging story about how one of our TBG partners 
became the conduit for God's divine plan for expansion within Su Refugio's ministry:  
 
 "TBG partner, Bill Smith, invited his friends, Rick and Holly Dudley, to attend a TBG meeting.  He had no idea at the time 
 that he was setting-up a divine appointment.  As people milled around beforehand, Bill introduced the Dudleys to Scott 
 and Michelle.  Rick had attended high school in South America, and Su Refugio has launched schools, orphanages, 
 feeding centers, and a church in several countries within South America.  
 
 They sat together at dinner so that they could continue their conversation.  Scott was a speaker at that meeting.  When 
 it was time for him to speak, he shared with everyone about the Lord's impact on widows and orphans in South America.   
 
 The divine appointment did not stop there!  Bryan Feller, President of the National Christian Foundation in CA, also 
 presented that night at the TBG event.  He presented on donating appreciated property to Christian organizations.  
 Before the year was out, God had led the Dudleys to make a substantial gift of appreciated stock to Su Regugio.  They 
 made the donation through the National Christian Foundation, as they judged it to be the easiest and most cost-effective 
 way for the ministries to receive the funds.  
 
 Michelle was so thankful to have met the Dudleys at such a key time for the ministry.  She stated that 'it was God's 
 providence.  We are going to be able to start a whole new grade of children at our Su Refugio school in Argentina 
 thanks to their gift.'  What an amazing divine appointment that God manifested through our devoted partners at TBG."  
   
To learn more about the life changing work that Su Refugio is doing, please visit their website at www.surefugio.org.



 TBG Partners Change Reality

You are an incredibly gifted, affluent and influential individual!  As Christians, this statement may make us shrink down into our 
seats, as we continually seek to humble ourselves and give glory to God.  However, that does not make the statement any less 
true.  You're in fact all these things, and you possess the ability to affect change, and alter reality for those less fortunate.  As a 
partner of The Barnabas Group ("TBG"), you are changing lives in a tangible way both in our community, and throughout the 
globe.  Below is a look into how our TBG partners are continually changing reality for many in our community through the 
Christian non-profit ministry, Reality Changers.  The following interview is with Lauren Tullis, Director for Reality Changers:

 "Reality Changers' love for TBG runs deep, as its partners have enabled the organization to expand far beyond the 
 humble church walls where our ministry began.  Reality Changers first came to life in San Diego at the Iglesia 
 Presbiteriana Hispana (Hispanic Presbyterian Church).  Christ's love was the force driving Reality Changers' students 
 from poverty and violence, towards well-being and security by becoming first generation college graduates. 

 Ten years after making its first presentation to TBG, your partners are still making a daily impact on the lives of students 
 in Reality Changers.  One of the most profound partnerships resulted from meeting TBG partners, Becky and Brett 
 Trowbridge.  The couple has provided the leadership and resources needed to scale Reality Changers' operations to 
 Orange County.  The Trowbridges felt an instant connection to Reality Changers' mission, and made a strategic 
 investment that brought our  College Apps Academy into low-income communities throughout Orange County. 
 
 In 2016, Reality Changers began offering its College Apps Academy program to students at four locations in Orange 
 County.  In the first year, 53 students completed the Orange County College Apps Academy and received a total of 
 $2,300,000 in scholarships.  In 2017, the Trowbridges doubled their impact by helping Reality Changers increase 
 services to eight locations in Orange County.  140 students are actively participating in the 2017-2018 College Apps 
 program.  Moreover, the Trowbridges' attentiveness to the full scope of support that first generation students need to 
 succeed resulted in the launch of an Alumni Network Program that helps students adjust to college, develop 
 professional skills, find summer internships, and secure employment upon graduation."
 
We received these follow-up comments from the Trowbridges and the Founder of Reality Changers, Christopher Yanov:
 
Brett Trowbridge:  "For students born into poverty, finding the path to college does not come easy.  When we saw that Reality 
Changers not only paved the way, but also helped students find large-sum scholarships, we wanted to bring that to students 
here in Orange County?"  
 
Christopher Yanov:  "I feel overwhelmed with gratitude for TBG and the Trowbridges.  Becky and Brett are vital partners in our 
mission.  I had dreamed of expanding to Orange County for years, and they were the answers to many prayers.”  

To learn more about the life changing work that Reality Changers is doing, please visit their website at www.realitychangers.org.



TBG Builds a Playground in Mexico

When you think back to your time on playgrounds as a young child, you may recall the soft wind against your face as you speed 
down a slide or propel forward on a swing.  Perhaps your mind wanders to time with your friends, or the first time you conquered 
the monkey bars.  Behind all of the fun and interaction are the physical, developmental and social benefits that a playground is 
built to cultivate.  Playgrounds are safe, invaluable spaces dedicated to the development of children.  

Given the importance of playgrounds to developing children, it is no surprise that our Barnabas Group ("TBG") ministries and 
partners jumped at the opportunity to build a playground for the new Siloe Wellness Center in Mexico, March of this year.  DJ 
and Jim Kirk-Johnson of Strong Tower Ministries, Chris Marshall of Kids Around the World, and TBG partners Dan & Gina Streit 
and Jim Lacy, came together to bless the beautiful children in Baja.

Below is an inside look into the mission trip from TBG partner, Dan Streit:
 
 "Upon arriving to Siloe Wellness Center in La Mision, Mexico, we met Jim Lacy with Kids Around the World.  What an 
 incredible, Godly man!  Our small team of three adults and two teens (Troy and Vasco Nunez & Mauricio Perea) didn't 
 flinch when we saw what lied ahead.  The playground parts were scattered, and not even one hole had been dug!  We 
 spent the entire Friday digging holes, and putting parts in place.  We returned at sunrise on Saturday morning.  We were 
 thankful to discover that our team of 5 had grew to 10.  The additional team members included the key engineering 
 minds we needed, Mitchell and Geoff.  We also added our friends, Jerry, Chris and Daniel, which completed our amazing 
 team.  Thank you Lord!  
 
 After another full day of fun in the sun and short rain showers, we were getting close to pouring the concrete.  Sunday 
 morning we tightened all the bolts just in time for the Siloe Wellness Center dedication ceremony.  The founders, 
 Brendan and Sarah Meyer, invited  a few local families of La Mision.  We want to thank Kids Around the World, Siloe 
 Ministries, and Strong Towers Ministries for allowing us to work together, and bless God's kids of La Mision for years 
 to come."
 
To learn more about the the ministries mentioned above, please click on the following links:

 Kids Around the World:  https://www.katw.net
 Strong Tower Ministries:  www.strongtowerministries.info  
 Siloe Wellness Center:  https://siloeclinic.org/wellness-center



The Fight for Life

What do Celine Dion, Andrea Bocelli and Steve Jobs have in common?  All three of these amazing individuals nearly fell victim 
to an abortion.  So many of civilization's inventions, cures, beauty and wisdom will never be known because abortion continues 
to end lives before their precious stories are ever written.  

Unfortunately, many women decide to have an abortion before they understand the truth, that life begins at conception.  
The Barnabas Group ("TBG") is dedicated to helping those who have fallen victim to the loss of an infant.  Which is why our 
group is honored to come alongside Life Perspectives.  Their ministry provides hope and healing resources for anyone who has 
experienced loss through abortion or miscarriage, along with specialized training for anyone who wants to help.  

Michaelene Fredenburg, President & CEO of Life Perspectives, wanted to personally thank our partners and leadership 
(specifically Jim Peevey of our SD chapter) for our support of their ministry.  His letter of appreciation is as follows:

 "It is quite apparent that through the efforts of this very special group, countless lives have been transformed.  At Life 
 Perspectives, we have benefited tremendously from the prayer, encouragement and talent so generously given by 
 several partners and your leadership over the past six years.
 
 In that time, key counsel from TBG partners has helped us to refine our mission, improve communication, and develop 
 effective branding.  Additionally, one of your members facilitated the publication and distribution of 35,000 copies of 
 the healing booklet 'Changed' in English, Spanish and Italian. 
 
 TBG's participation, and smiling faces, at our annual 5K has been a boon to the organization.  I cannot express how 
 significant it is to have TBG SD embrace Life Perspectives' healing mission, and show such heartfelt compassion for 
 men and women impacted by miscarriage and abortion.  You have brought hope and healing to so many hurting 
 hearts."
 
To learn more about the healing work that Life Perspectives is doing, please visit their website at www.lifeperspectives.com.



How it Works  

Strategy in Brief 
Donate a non-voting interest in your business to your NCF Giving Fund before the sale, receive a 
substantial tax deduction, reduce or eliminate capital gains taxes on the gifted interest, and convert 
those tax dollars into more giving to your favorite ministries.

GIVING
FUND

Portion of business
gifted to NCF

You receive an income 
tax deduction

BUYER

Gifted portion sold 
Sale proceeds to NCF

Recommend 
more grants from 
proceeds to your 
favorite charities

As a result of giving assets vs giving cash, $363,580 MORE would go to your favorite ministries while 
increasing net cash flow by $182,881 for more giving, saving, or investing!

Results

Sell then Give
$1,817,900
$320,119
$320,119
$636,420

Capital Gains Tax
Income Taxes Saved

Giving
Net Taxes Owed

Give then Sell
$1,454,320
$503,000
$866,580

$1,000,000

This table shows the impact of giving a California 20% non-voting interest in a $5M C-corp 
(with a $100,000 cost basis) prior to the sale.

Bryan Feller, President
NCF Southern California
bfeller@ncfgiving.com

(949) 529-6861

Meet Our Team

Bob Fry, Senior Gift Advisor
rfryjr@ncfgiving.com

(949) 300-1953

Giving Privately Held Stock Before a Company Sale

$




